
In a normal world for spring 
break, I would probably plan 

out a vacation. You know, maybe 
travel back home to see my family, 
maybe go take a trip to Seattle be-
cause it’s a potential moving spot 
for me when I graduate, or maybe 
just take a roadtrip somewhere 
where I can’t be bothered for a hot 
minute. You, know stuff like that.

However, I am a film student, 
so there is no spring break for me 
and my friends. Spring break is 
supposed to be for relaxing from 
the amount of brain power used 
during the semester. Again, only 
in a normal world. For me, spring 
break is going to be filled with 
nothing but editing, editing, and 
more editing.

But before editing, I have to 
film another weekend of web se-
ries—my gosh, this past weekend 
killed me, let me just put that out 
there. Filmed for 12 hours Friday, 
11 hours on Saturday, and 14 hours 
on Sunday. The rant about this 
weekend will be for another day 
when this whole series is over, but 
back to the main point. One more 
weekend of web series.

There’s one more day of film-
ing my Junior Production, Like 
Father... and I can’t wait to finally 
be done with so I can start adding 
my color and sound design. I just 
hope there’s no bipolar weather 
Mother Nature decides to conjure 
once the day finally comes. Knock 
on wood and sign of the cross.

I still have to go to work at 
CVS during the week off from 
school. That’s pretty fun, I guess. 
I know my resolution was to final-
ly quit my retail job in downtown, 
but in all fairness, I really need 
the money. If it weren’t for my car 
accident then maybe it would’ve 
happened by now. At this point, 
the “I quit” phrase is just an ex-
pression.

Again, what is a spring break? 
For me, it’s not a vacation, but an 
extra nine days of catching up on 
some sleep (stress some), catch-
ing up on homework, and editing. 
It’ll just be me, my laptop, and 
a couple pints of ice cream as I 
cry every time the audio doesn’t 
sync properly to my videos or the 
amount of times Adobe will ran-
domly crash because their soft-
ware sucks.

Cheers to next week!

Beau Jo’s is a regional chain 
in Colorado founded in 1973 
that serves thick-crust pizza 

with a Coloradan spin. They have 
locations all over the state, includ-
ing Idaho Springs (the flagship 
location), Evergreen, Steamboat 
Springs, and Arvada, among others. 

The Beau Jo’s in Evergreen, 
Colorado specifically offers 
dine-in, take-out, and delivery. The 
restaurant offers a very family and 
diet-friendly menu. While Beau Jo’s 
is famous for their Mountain Pie 
and Prairie Pies, they also offer Bea-
utizers such as honey cheese bread, 
a variety of salads, and Beaughetti 
bread bowls with a choice of noodles 
and sauce, as well as calzones, cre-
ate-your-own pizzas, and, of course, 
desserts such as Nutella pizza. 
Included in their diet-friendly 
menu are gluten free pizza and non-
dairy cheese pizza. For those of legal 
drinking age, Beau Jo’s also offers 
alcoholic beverages including wine, 
beers, and cocktails.

Going back to the pizza, which 
is a must-have, there are two main 
kinds to try. The first is a Mountain 
Pie, which is recognizable with 
its hand-rolled crust and honey 
to dip leftovers in. The Prairie Pie 
has no rolled crust and has lighter 
toppings. Beau Jo’s white or honey 

wheat dough is made fresh through-
out the day, and the honey served is 
sourced from Colorado Mountain 
Honey, based in Carbondale and 
Glenwood Springs. Beau Jo’s does its 
best to source premium ingredients 
locally. They also pride themselves 
on offering vegan options—like 
their fantastic cauliflower crust—
and being a sustainable business. 
Their locations use wind and solar 
power to reduce their environmen-
tal impact. For anyone who wants 
to feel like a true Coloradan and feel 
good about where they’re eating, 
Beau Jo’s is the place to go.

While it is a classic family 
restaurant, Beau Jo’s is also home to 
many skiers after a long day on the 

slopes. The décor throughout the 
restaurant alone shows that it caters 
to Coloradan outdoor enthusiasts. 
Beau Jo’s doesn’t just serve food; it’s 
a great experience, too. It’s a choice 
many travelers add to the destina-
tions they would like to visit, as it is 
a Colorado favorite and considered 
a rare gem of Coloradan culture. 
However, customers, it’s not cheap. 
Yelp categorizes its price range as 
$$-$$$. Just a large Mountain Pie 
costs 32 dollars.

For this reviewer, Beau Jo’s 
was a perfect stop for a trip to 
the mountains. While it is a little 
“divey,” meaning sports are always 
on TV and it has a classic bar smell, 
the overall vibes are laid-back and 

relaxing. At the Evergreen loca-
tion, sitting outside is a must if the 
weather allows. Their outdoor patio 
sits against the side of a mountain 
with a creek running below. The 
food is good, and the honey is a 
special treat at the end of the meal. 
The rolled-up crust makes for a bet-
ter Sicilian pizza. Additionally, the 
staff, mostly composed of younger 
people, was very kind and helpful. 
It is important to note that a bit of a 
wait can be expected, ranging from 
anywhere from 15 minutes to an 
hour on average.

Beau Jo’s gets four stars out of 
five. Unique and comfortable, go 
to Beau Jo’s for great food, service, 
value, and atmosphere.

A V AT A R  2 :  I S  I T  R E A L L Y  N E C E S S A R Y ?

A BIT EXPENSIVE, 
BUT WORTH THE 
EXPERIENCE

by Gabrielle DeWolf

ISAIAH MANCHA

After creating some of the 
highest-grossing films of all 
time, the pressure to pro-

duce something bigger and better 
is always present. Filmmaker James 
Cameron—the creator of Avatar 
and Titanic, two of the most iconic 
and successful films of all time—is 
releasing a sequel to Avatar in Dec. 
2022, which brings up controversies 
surrounding the white savior con-
cepts stressed throughout the first 
film.

In Avatar, a majority white army 
infiltrates the sovereign planet of 
Pandora in order to gain their scarce 
resources. While the film attempts 
to shine a light on the problematic 
history of imperialism, the fact that 
several of the military members end 
up joining and leading the Na’vi peo-
ple of Pandora—implying leaders 
from their own people are inferior—
has been criticized for promoting 
the idea of white saviorism.

Avatar 2 is said to take place 
in and around the ocean instead 
of the forest realm of Pandora 
and is instead focused on a group 
of reef-dwelling Na’vi called the 
Metkayina. However, many critics 
wonder if these concepts of white 
saviorism will carry through into 
Avatar 2 because they were so heavily 
implemented into the first film. As 
David Brooks writes for The New York 

Times, “The white guy notices that 
the peace-loving natives are much 
cooler than the greedy corporate 
tools and the bloodthirsty U.S. mil-
itary types he came over with. He 
goes to live with the natives, and, in 
short order, he’s the most awesome 
member of their tribe.”

The white savior complex 

also extends into perpetrations of 
neo-colonialism within the Avatar 
storyline, as the story suggests that 
colonized settlements and peoples 
need a strong, white leading figure 
to save them from the destruction of 
other white figures. This recurring 
situation is likely to present itself 
in Avatar 2, demonstrating subtle 

forms of racism and imperialism 
that infiltrate modern media.

Beyond the toxic forms of 
colonialism and white saviorism 
featured in Avatar, a sequel follow-
ing a film of the first’s standard 
is ultimately destined for failure. 
When Avatar was released in 2009, 
it earned $2.847 billion at the global 
box office, officially making it the 
highest-grossing film of all time. 
To follow a film of that proportion, 
after 13 years, and expecting the 
sequel to eclipse the original could 
be a futile effort; it’s possible that 
some of the excitement surrounding 
the film franchise will be lost.

Historically, iconic films that 
are followed by a sequel tend to 
receive less attention and popular-
ity because they are disappointing 
compared to the primary film. Films 
like Speed 2: Cruise Control (sequel to 
Speed), A Good Day to Die Hard (sequel 
to Die Hard), and American Psycho 2 
(sequel to American Psycho) were all 
rated significantly worse to their 
iconic counterparts. It poses the 
question if the sequels were made 
just to generate revenue, not to actu-
ally add to the stories themselves.

The relevancy and legacy of 
Avatar will become clear based on 
the success of its predecessors and 
will show if it’s really a story worth 
continuing.

ACCORDING TO HISTORY AND THE STORY’S CONTROVERSIES, PROBABLY NOT
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DESPITE THE PRICE TAG, BEAU JO’S UNIQUE REGIONAL FAVORITES ARE WORTH SAVORING.
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SLATED FOR DEC. 22, AVATAR 2 MAY OR MAY NOT BE THE NEXT BIG FILM.
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