
Music is a powerful universal 
language, and the musical 
achievements of Black culture 

are foundational to its overall growth and 
popularity. 

In New Orleans around 1819, the 
ragtime scene began. Slaves would gather 
at Congo Square to sing and dance on 
Sundays when they were not working. 
Ragtime is defined as music from the 
Caribbean and Africa mixed with Amer-
ican folk music.

 Over time, ragtime’s offbeat rhythm 
evolved into jazz. 1927 in New Orleans 
was particularly active for jazz, featuring 
legendary artists like Louis Armstrong, 
Ella Fitzgerald, and Duke Ellington. 
Ellington, among others, brought 
up-beat swing jazz to the forefront of 
public consciousness. 

In 1939, Billie Holiday first per-
formed her song “Strange Fruit.” The 
song’s lyrics, describing the brutal lynch-
ing of Black people in the South, were 
originally published as a poem in 1937 
by Abel Meeropol; Holiday then set the 
poem to music. Time Magazine named it 
the Song of the Century in 1999. 

The label Motown Records ruled 
the 60s, representing groups like The 
Temptations, The Jackson 5, and the 

Supremes, as well as individual artists 
like Stevie Wonder and Marvin Gaye. 
Even with prior hits, 1961 was the year 
Motown’s music became the music of 
Black youth—and the rest of America.  

Aretha Franklin has been known 
for decades as the Queen of Soul. She 
practically created the genre in 1967 when 
she signed a record deal with Atlantic 
Records and brought a powerful gospel 
voice into pop and jazz music.  

In the same year, Jimi Hendrix 
brought his flamboyant clothing and 
music style to the Monterey Pop Festival 
and set his electric guitar on fire after his 
set, showing the world a new type of rock. 
Though he died at 27 in 1970, Hendrix’s 

unique playing style continues to impact 
the rock scene.  

Jamaican musician Bob Marley, 
dubbed the King of Reggae, became a 
household name after introducing reg-
gae music to the world outside Jamaica. 
Marley was more than just a musician; he 
changed the political climate in Jamaica 
when he organized the One Love Peace 
Concert, which helped disarm the politi-
cally conflicted streets of Kingston.

Michael Jackson was one of the first 
Black artists seen on Music Television 
(MTV). While the channel featured white 
artists, the president of CBS Records 
demanded that Jackson’s “Billie Jean” be 
put on in March 1983, which helped break 

MTV’s racial barrier and put songs like it  
at the top of the charts. 

“Purple Rain” is a song people know 
all too well, written by flamboyant pur-
ple-clothed legend Prince. In 1984 he 
released that titular album, and one of 
the songs, “Darling Nikki,” prompted the 
addition of “Parental Advisory” stickers 
to albums with explicit lyrics. 

Since her late-1990’s days as the lead 
singer of Destiny’s Child, Beyoncé has 
made a name for herself as one of the 
most successful musicians in the world, 
unleashing waves of feminism and Black 
power with her songs like “Formation” 
and albums like Lemonade.

In my forum article, I discuss 
my distaste for cryptocurrency 

culture and, specifically, NFTs. 
Aside from being an environmen-
talist, anti-capitalist, and gener-
ally (I think) decent person, I take 
the whole NFT thing personally 
because I am an artist. My prima-
ry mediums are colored pencils, 
gouache, watercolor, and pens, 
but as you’ve probably seen by my 
illustrations, I’ve been learning 
digital art on Procreate as well. 

As an artist, seeing something 
that is meant for enjoyment, sol-
idarity, bringing people together, 
and a way to amplify the voices 
of the creatives of the world be-
ing turned into a get-rich-quick 
scheme by people who have no 
concept of artmaking and only 
care about cash is sad and just 
reminds me that under late stage 
capitalism, everything is com-
modified. Art was never about 
turning a profit. Throughout his-
tory art has been used to retell 
stories, to bring people together, 
to educate, to resist and stand up 
for what’s right, and to be a light 
in the face of darkness. Cranking 
out mass-produced images and 
selling them for thousands of 
dollars while millions of under-
paid artists work to create unique 
pieces that go largely unnoticed is 
insulting to art and artists every-
where. 

I am completely convinced 
that investing in crypto, and spe-
cifically NFTs, is just the latest fad 
that celebrities and corporations 
latch onto to try to hoard more 
wealth than they already have. 
Everyone buying links to prove 
ownership of a certain “token” will 
feel stupid as hell in about five 
years, thinking,“Why did I waste 
my life’s savings on made-up in-
ternet money so I could buy a copy 
of a picture of a poorly-drawn 
monkey?” Just as those people 
who spent upwards of a thou-
sand dollars on rare Beanie Babies 
probably felt after the craze died. 
That being said, I will not knock 
Beanie Babies because at least, 
when you buy a Beanie Baby, you 
have physical ownership of a Little 
Guy. You can snuggle it or use it as 
decor. With NFTs, you are buying 
something that doesn’t take any 
physical form but is still destruc-
tive to the environment and the 
economy. Moral of the story is, if 
you want to buy art, seek out local 
artists and commission them, or 
buy their works off of their web-
site. You’ll make their entire year!

Editor’s Pick: “Money for 
Nothing” by Dire Straits
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I N  M E M O R Y  O F  M E AT  L O A F

Rock legend Meat Loaf was 
an American singer and 
actor. He was professionally 

known as Meat Loaf but was born 
Marvin Lee Aday in 1947. Meat Loaf 
died on Jan. 20, 2022 (aged 74) in 
Nashville, Tennessee from COVID-
19 complications.  

 One of the best-selling artists 
of all time, Meat Loaf was known 

for his theatrics and powerful voice. 
He made rock, hard rock, and metal 
music from 1968 to 2022. His first 
album, Bat Out of Hell, is on the list 
of best-selling albums, and he won 
a Grammy for Best Solo Rock Vocal 
Performance for his song “I’d Do 
Anything for Love.” 

 
While Meat Loaf has sold over 

100 million albums worldwide, he 
is best known for his Bat Out of Hell 
trilogy. By some measures, Bat Out of 
Hell is the 4th best-selling album of 
all time. He worked with songwriter 
Jim Steinman regularly, including 
on Bat Out of Hell. Meat Loaf was 
happy to share his music success 
with Steinman. For those unfamil-
iar with Meat Loaf, some essential 
songs to listen to from are: “What 
You See Is What You Get” (1971), “Hot 
Patootie—Bless My Soul” (1975), 

“You Took The Words Right Out 
of My Mouth” (1977), “Heaven Can 
Wait” (1978), “Dead Ringer For Love” 
(1981), and the aforementioned “I’d 
Do Anything For Love (But I Won’t 
Do That)” (1993).  

 
However, Meat Loaf was not 

just known for his accomplish-
ments in music. While he was in 
over 50 films and television shows, 
he is known for his roles in The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show (1975) as 
Eddieand Fight Club (1999) as Robert 
Paulson. He was also recognizable 
on Broadway in the musical Hair 
and the original Broadway cast of 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show.  

 
Additionally, Meat Loaf has 

been in news headlines for several 

reasons over the years. He once 
revealed that he suffered from 
social anxiety, which helped the 
movement toward ending stigma 
around mental health. He was also 
a famous vegetarian from 1981 to 
1992. In 2019, he announced that he 
would try veganism in 2020.  

 
Despite being beloved by fans, 

Meat Loaf also found himself in hot 
water over political controversies. 
Some controversies have been his 
positive remarks about President 
Donald Trump and his family in 
2017. Meat Loaf knew them from 
working together on The Celebrity 
Apprentice in 2011. In 2020, he back-
tracked those remarks a little bit, 
claiming he was not 100 percent 
supportive of President Donald 

Trump. He was also a strong denier 
of climate change and strongly 
against COVID-19 precautions, 
stating, “If I die, I die, but I’m not 
going to be controlled,” in the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette.  

 
Regardless of his individual 

opinions, no one can deny that 
Meat Loaf was a music icon. While 
Meat Loaf had no official political 
affiliations, he read the Bible and 
his faith inspired some of his music. 
Considering this, fans everywhere 
wish Meat Loaf a Christian fare-
well. Meat Loaf, may your soul, 
through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. Amen.
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MEAT LOAF WAS A TALENTED MUSICIAN AND ACTOR.


