
Navient, a United States-
based corporation that 
specializes in serving and 

collecting student loans, caught 
the attention of many Americans 
with student loan debt, follow-
ing an announcement that it is 
cancelling the debt of 66,000 
borrowers—around .15 percent 
of the country’s student loan- 
borrowing population, according 
to CNBC. The company is cancel-
ling a total of $1.7 billion worth of 
debt and will pay $140 million in 
penalties to settle allegations. The 
debt will be completely cleared. 
This is due to a settlement that 
Navient reached with various 
states.  

Navient is a private company 
that the United States Depart-
ment of Education hired to 
service its federal loans. However, 
it also services private student 
loans and loan refinancing. The 
company had been accused of 
predatory lending: giving loans 

to people who could not afford to 
repay them. It is also accused of 
encouraging borrowers to enter 
long-term forbearance programs 
that added onto their preexist-
ing debt. Borrowers could have 
instead participated in programs 
such as Income Based Repay-
ment or Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness, according to Forbes.   

While Navient has denied all 
allegations, it did reach a settle-
ment in court that, though it does 
not hold them liable, will result in 
the cancellation of student debt 
for 66,000 borrowers. An addi-
tional 350,000 borrowers will 
also receive a check in the mail. 

The loans being cancelled are 
subprime private student loans 
taken out between 2002 and 2014 
in certain states. These loans 
were granted to individuals with 
low credit scores in particular. 
The other group of loans being 
cancelled are for borrowers that 
attended for-profit colleges 
that have faced federal or state 
charges, such as DeVry Univer-
sity. It is important to note that 
federal student loans via Navient 
are not eligible for cancellation. 

While student loans are typ-
ically a divisive issue, both sides 
of the political aisle supported 
this settlement. Mike Pierce, 
executive director of the Student 
Borrower Protection Center, 
declared that “the government 
should acknowledge that their 

contractors have cheated people 
out of income-driven repayment 
for decades,” according to 
Quartz. 

The Navient settlement has 
brought up a bigger conversation 
around student loans. During 
his campaign, President Biden 
promised to cancel $10,000 of 
student debt per person. How-
ever, since his presidency started, 
there has been no policy intro-
duced to follow through on this 
promise.  

This is disappointing for 

many American student loan 
borrowers, especially those who 
voted for President Biden hoping 
for debt cancellation. CU Den-
ver student MaKenzee Harding 
expressed disappointment but 
added, “It wouldn’t be the first 
time I was disappointed by prom-
ises of a presidential candidate.” 
Gloria Maboussou, another CU 
Denver student, told The Sentry, 
“This is sadly not one of the first 
promises he has failed to keep, 
and it makes me question what is 
truly going on in the presidential 

office.”   
As of now 42.9 million Amer-

icans have a total of $1.57 trillion 
in debt (Education Data). On 
average, each borrower owes 
$36,510. 

It is still to be determined 
whether the United States gov-
ernment will act to help more 
American student loan borrow-
ers get out of debt. For now, 
advocates for student loan debt 
cancellation are celebrating this 
small victory. 

In response to the surge in cases 
of the Omicron variant and the 
continuing pandemic, schools 

across the country are returning 
to or reevaluating quarantine 
protocols. 

Many secondary education 
institutions across the country 
have been postponing in-person 
returns to school by implement-
ing the use of Zoom classrooms, 
a common practice throughout of 
2020 and 2021. Remote learning 
has been temporarily reinstated in 
many schools such as CU Denver, 
Columbia, Stanford, Michigan 
State, and UCLA, in an effort to 
overcome surges in the Omicron 
variant. However, some schools 
such as MSU and Montana State 
returned directly to in-person 
learning while implementing mask 
and quarantine policies.  

“I feel like it was a good idea in 
theory to go to remote for the first 
two weeks, but we’re still able to 
be in the dorms and be on campus 
which probably still spreads COVID 
anyway,” said CU Denver freshman 
Duall Schlichter.  

A daily average of 700,000 

COVID cases have emerged in 
January 2022, says The New York 
Times.  

The danger of the rise in 
COVID cases, combined with dis-
illusionment towards quarantine 
and lockdown policies, has created 
some hesitancy to return to in-per-
son learning for the entirety of the 
Spring semester.  

In early January, high school 
students in Oakland, California 
petitioned to move their in-person 
classes to a remote learning model 
in order to practice safer COVID 
protocols. According to The Wash-
ington Post, this demonstration 
inspired students across the coun-
try to exercise their concerns for 
in-person learning.  

Not only have learning systems 
begun to change, but lockdown 
and quarantine policies have also 
altered to adhere to new data on the 
spread of COVID and the imple-
mentation of vaccines. According 
to the CDC, people who test posi-
tive for COVID have to quarantine 
in isolation for five days. However, 
if one is fully vaccinated and comes 
into contact with someone who 
tests positive for COVID, they do 
not have to quarantine and can 
continue attending school or work 
in-person.  

Despite the obvious public 
health benefits of a nationwide 
educational shutdown, the faulty 
nature of online education raises 
issues for many with the return to 
Zoom.  

After the first nationwide 
lockdown in 2020, the Wall Street 
Journal commented on the inef-
fectiveness of remote learning due 
to technological and educational 
issues, especially at an elementa-
ry-school level where in-person 
interaction is essential for aca-
demic and social development. The 
return to remote learning, even for 
short periods of time, contributes 
to the environment of instability 

that many American children have 
experienced since 2020.  

The implementation of Zoom 
not only poses a threat to students’ 
academic stability and growth, 
but also affects students’ mental 
health in drastic ways. According 
to CIDRAP (Center for Infectious 
Disease Research and Policy), 
high school and college level stu-
dents suffered from mental health 
problems more drastically than 

elementary age students during 
the pandemic, as they lacked cru-
cial, complex social interactions.  

The state of the United States’ 
public health ultimately depends on 
how intensely COVID restrictions 
and regulations are implemented 
in government practices, and 
especially in our education systems 
which determine the safety of our 
youth. 
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