
It’s 4/20, and what better 
way to celebrate this day 
of all things stoner culture 

than getting couch-locked and 
checking out the best movies 
dedicated to mowing the grass. 
Grab your best buds, some 
munchies, and get ready for a 
banger, because these are the 
top five stoner movies to watch 
on 4/20 that won’t leave you 
fried.

5) Cheech and Chong up in 
Smoke (1978)

It wouldn’t be blowing 
smoke to say that Cheech and 
Chong are the two most famous 
potheads to ever grace the silver 
screen, and among the many 
installations to their classic 
series, none hit harder than Up 
in Smoke. One of the first true 
cult-classic movies, Up in Smoke 
did not start to blaze its way 
into everyone’s hearts for a long 
period following its release. This 
movie is a hot box of clever jokes, 
hilarious visual sequences, and 
two of the most lovable faces in 
Hollywood.Be sure not to miss 
this one during your sesh.

4) Harold and Kumar go to 
White Castle (2004)

Where many stoner 
films fall victim to leaning on 
offensive gags and overblown 
racial stereotypes as a crutch, 
Harold and Kumar shake it 
up,subverting expectations and 
challenging these racist stereo-
types in a surprisingly effective 
manner. The chemistry of John 
Cho and Kal Penn cannot be 
understated as they embark on 
a quest to satisfy the munch-
ies at White Castle, only to be 
stalled by a sequence of escalat-
ing catastrophes.

3) Dazed and Confused (1993)
This joint is a celebration of 

the 70s, stoner culture, and the 
perils of high school life. Taking 
a grounded stance, the movie 
feels down-to-earth and rele-
vant even all these years later 
as it zigzags through relatable 
struggles. Despite not being 
themed entirely around mari-
juana, the pitfalls of youth and 
first encounters are hilariously 
relatable and very grounded, 
and it remains a dope highlight 
in the stoner film catalogue.

2) How High (2001)
Since praise is being hashed 

out like a bake sale, it would be a 
crime to forget this classic star-
ring Method Man and Redman 
of the Wu Tang Clan. In How 
High, Silas and Jamal acciden-
tally ace the THC (play on SAT) 
and make it into Harvard where 
they rely on weed fertilized by 
the ashes of their dead friend to 
get by. This film has all the mak-
ings of a classic stoner romp 
with a dab of heart.

1) The Big Lebowski (1998)
To be blunt, The Big Lebowski 

is the undisputed king of stoner 
comedy and the quintessen-
tial film for 4/20. Starring Jeff 
Bridges, John Goodman, Juli-
anne Moore, and Steve Buscemi, 
The Big Lebowski is everything 
anyone could ever want out of 
a stoner movie and so much 
more. Lovable burnout pothead 
protagonist? Check. Getting 
swept up in a kidnapping con-
spiracy way over their head? 
Check. All-star lineup cast with 
some of the most quotable lines 
in cinema history? Check. All of 
it rolls up into a stoner classic 
that blazes expectations out of 
the bubbler.
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TO PUT IT BLUNTLY, THESE FILMS ARE FINE ENTERTAINMENT.

 
by Peter Krausa

4/20 is an unofficial holiday 
that takes place on April 20 
every year and celebrates 

marijuana, and many people 
get high for the occasion. Some 
people believe that 4/20 is the 
date that marijuana was first 
legalized, or that it is a police 
code for marijuana. However, 
the actual origin story is much 
more interesting.  

Picture San Rafael, Califor-
nia in 1971. At the time, there 
was a myth going around a 
high school about a secret weed 
garden. A group of teenagers, 
who dubbed themselves “The 
Waldos,” decided to investigate 
the mystery. The Waldos met 
at 4:20 p.m. outside of their 
high school at the Louis Pasteur 
statue. They devised a plan to 
locate the weed garden, dubbed 
420 Louis. While The Waldos 
never found the garden and the 
“Louis” eventually got dropped 
from the phrase, “420” remained 
a way they could secretly talk 
about smoking weed.  

But how did a slang term 
from a group of friends in the 
1970s become what it is today? 
Well, we likely have The Grate-
ful Dead to thank for that. 

It’s rumored that The Waldos 
smoked with The Grateful Dead 
when they were on tour in Cal-
ifornia, and 420 continued to 
spread from there during the 
anti-war movement, which was 
associated with hippies and 
marijuana.

Some people believe that 
4/20... is a police code for 
marijuana.

While 420 used to be asso-
ciated with a counterculture 
movement, the phrase and hol-
iday have become mainstream. 
In fact, many are concerned 
that the marijuana industry will 
become flooded by big corpora-
tions and become more about 
profit than the actual benefits of 
weed and the culture around it.  

So, is 4/20 a day to have fun 
and get high with your friends, 
or is it a time to engage in polit-
ical activism?  

It’s a little bit of both. 
Despite its rising popularity, 
weed is by no means completely 
legal and accepted in the United 
States. Currently, recreational 
marijuana is only legal in 18 

states, plus Washington, D.C. 
and Guam. Marijuana is still 
classified as a Schedule I Drug 
under federal law. Today, many 
people can grow weed, smoke, 
and celebrate 4/20 while oth-
ers are in jail for those same 
activities.  

You can take a more political 
approach like getting involved 
in The Last Prisoner Project 
which fights criminal injustice 
and reimagines drug policy. 
Their goal will not be met until 
every prisoner incarcerated on 
a marijuana-related charge is 
free. Or you can visit Denver’s 
International Church of Canna-
bis with or have a cup of coffee 
The Coffee Joint. However you 
wish to celebrate, have fun and 
be safe!
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