
Khoursara is unlike any 
place on Infinis Ajer; it 
is impossibly ancient, 

perhaps even the oldest city 
to exist. The seven mysterious 
towering spires (called Senti-
nels) climb into the heavens 
surrounding the city. Perhaps 
these towers keep the world 
out, or maybe they keep some-
thing buried beneath the sands, 
in. Accordingly, it is known as 
“The City of Seven Sentinels,” 
and this location has been the 
primary setting for my home-
made Dungeons and Dragons 
(D&D) game for the past three 
years! It takes inspiration from 
ancient Egyptian mythology 
alongside steampunk industry 
throughout the sprawling oasis 
of a city. It’s a megalopolis, 
made of conjoined districts 
that each operate under one 
of seven Noble houses under 
the Pharaoh. Each of these 
are about the size of New York 
City—the full scale of the city of 
Khoursara is truly colossal, and 
the Sentinels are no different.  

With the death of the most 
recent Pharaoh, conflict among 
the royal houses grows to a 
boil—and soon enough, each 
house organizes their partic-
ular specialty to levy against 
the others in what is suspected 

to become a full-on civil war. 
House Vyron, for instance, 
represented the Pharaoh’s royal 
army and charioteers. With no 
one to guide them, the Vyron 
House’s Military marches to 
take the royal palace for them-
selves. Meanwhile, other houses 
play power politics from the 
shadows—House Midra, for 
instance, is seemingly harm-
less, being that they represent 
healthcare, hospitals, surgeons 
and doctors around the gigantic 
city. But everyone needs doc-
tors, nurses, and healers. This 
infrastructure gave way to per-
haps the biggest spy network on 
the planet, with Midra’s doctors 
planted and listening at every 
critical juncture of those in 
power in Khoursara.  

The adventure grows up 
and away from there. With 
the city caught eating away at 
itself, those within pay little 
attention to the real danger 
lurking right in front of them: 
each of The Seven Sentinels 
offers an unknowable power, 
which few have access to. The 
players in the game have found 
themselves searching high 
and low for words of power to 
speak and open such monolithic 
spires, realizing that the Nobles 
at the helm of each royal house 

possess them. Now, the race is 
on to learn the words before it 
is too late, and before the words 
end up in the wrong hands.  

One such word was buried 
deep below the city, in a crypt 
built for and by a driven-mad 
mummy man-child, once called 
the Noble of House Laddice, the 
Royal Treasury. Having been 
given everything in his life, he 
saw his own personal afterlife 
as an eternal birthday party, 
where he’d continually re-live 
the excitement forever. Such 
activities included his entou-
rage of undead guests, which he 
would keep at his beck and call 
to entertain him by re-enacting 
a particular event of his child-
hood repeatedly; ordering his 
mummified pet orca to destroy 
a populated boat, sinking all 
within to the underground fro-
zen riverbed below.  

Now, with his defeat at the 
hands of the party and his word 
obtained, six words remain, 
and a Sentinel is now open for 
investigation. What will they 
find inside the spire, and can 
our party of heroes adventure 
inside before the city uses the 
Sentinels’ power to tear them-
selves apart? 

K H O U R S A R A :  C I T Y  O F  S E V E N
TALES FROM THE DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS TABLETOP  

by Coleman Conley

On Saturday, Sept. 10, Ken 
Jeong and Joel McHale per-
formed a stand-up comedy 

show at the Bellco Theatre to help 
raise money for the Zarlengo Foun-
dation. The Zarlengo Foundation 
supports schools and programs for 
students with learning disabilities 
in Colorado as well as providing 
families access to diagnostic test-
ing. All the money raised by the 
Zarlengo Foundation stays in Colo-
rado (zarlengofoundation.org).  

Arriving a little late, this Sentry 
writer missed the first act, Frazer 
Smith. The second comedian to 
come out was Kevin Shea, who got 
the audience laughing with jokes 
about how his white adoptive par-
ents forced him to drink milk every 
day growing up despite the fact that 
he was Asian and lactose intolerant. 
He also poked fun at strawberry 
picking, and how ridiculous it was 
that he had to pay someone to go 
pick his own strawberries since he 
did all the work! 

Next, a local comedian, Josh 
Blue, came onto the stage and 
immediately started making fun 
of himself, particularly his cerebral 
palsy. A crowd favorite was when 
he joked about how he thought 
animals really liked him until he 
realized they were only following 
him around all the time because he 

constantly drops crumbs. In all hon-
esty, the openers might have been 
the highlight of the night for this 
Sentry writer. 

Finally, Ken Jeong and Joel 
McHale came out. Readers may 
know them from Community, as 
they played co-stars on the hit 
sitcom. There were lots of jabs at 
the audience, since it was mostly 
composed of older folks who came 
to raise money for the Zarlengo 
Foundation. McHale joked about 
how he had to fly from DIA (Denver 
International Airport) to the show 
since it was so far away from the 
actual city of Denver. McHale also 
disclosed his own journey with 
dyslexia, and why the Zarlengo 
Foundation was important to him. 
Jeong had an ongoing bit about 
being insanely rich. He made sure to 
let the audience know he was exactly 
like them, except for the fact that he 
arrived here via private jet. Jeong 
also discussed the importance of 
the Zarlengo Foundation, especially 
through his lens as a former family 
practice physician. About halfway 
through their set, they brought out 
random musical guest star: Robin 
Thicke. He performed a cover, his 
songs “Angels” and “Blurred Lines” 
(many people left during this con-
troversial song’s performance) 
closed out the show. His voice was 

insanely smooth and it is clear that 
Thicke is a talented singer, despite 
his questionable choice in lyrics for 
his own songs.  

The comedy was great, but the 
reason for the show is more import-
ant. The Zarlengo Foundation is 
a 501c3 nonprofit that supports 
learning disabled children (kinder-
garten through college). They work 
with an audio book program called 
Learning Ally that is aiding kids 
with learning disabilities (particu-
larly dyslexia) in reading. Learning 
Ally has over 80,000 titles for kids to 
read, and offers many features that 
help dyslexic kids such as a black 
background with white words, as 
opposed to the standard white back-
ground with black words. Learning 
Ally is the program that serves the 
most kids, though the Zarlengo 
Foundation does offer other things 
such as Rocky Mountain Camp 
for dyslexic kids and scholarships. 
Another program they support is 
the Learning Evaluation Center 
where kids can go to get diagnosed. 
Currently, the Zarlengo Foundation 
supports 50+ schools and about 
7,000 students in Colorado.  

During our interview, Kathryn 
Zarlengo, director of the foundation, 
she mentioned that Albert Einstein, 
Walt Disney, Thomas Edison, Rich-
ard Branson, George Washington, 

Henry Ford, and Leonardo da Vinci 
are people who had learning disabil-
ities—and that people with learning 
disabilities are not stupid, they just 
do not have the right tools. A quote 
by Albery Einstein that resonates 
with Zarlengo, who has dyslexia 
herself, is “Everybody is a genius. 
But if you judge a fish by its ability 
to climb a tree, it will live its whole 
life believing that it is stupid.” 

Visit zarlengofoundation.
org to learn more about 
their work that benefits 
children with learning 
disabilities by clicking here.   
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A MUMMY WHALE ATTACKS A KHUFU SHIP.

COMEDY DUO: KEN JEONG AND JOEL MCHALE.
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