
Warning: Spoilers Ahead 
Trigger Warning: 

Sexual Assault, Rape 
Prima Facie (2022) is a perfor-

mance that shouldn’t be missed. 
Jodie Comer (Killing Eve, The Last 
Duel) stars in this one-woman show 
as Tessa, a barrister from Liverpool, 
England. Tessa works her way up 
from the working class to become 
one of the best defense attorneys in 
London. An unexpected event forces 
Tessa to wrestle with the patriarchy 
and the law. Her ideas on morality 
and the burden of proof shift greatly 
over the course of the play.  

Prima Facie had a sold-out nine-
week run in London, England on 
the famous West End at the famous 
Harold Pinter Theatre. Notably, it 
was Comer’s stage debut, and she 
left audiences with no doubt that 
she is a force to be reckoned with. 
The play was written by an Austra-
lian writer, Suzie Miller, who was 
formerly an attorney. Prima Facie is 
an all-around masterpiece from the 
writing, production and directing 
to the acting and soundtrack. 

To be completely transparent, 
this play will not make you feel good. 
You may leave the theater crying, or 
maybe even speechless. The story 
itself is brilliant, but Comer brings 
it home with a staggering perfor-
mance that requires more stamina 
(physical and emotional) than this 

viewer can imagine. The Times said 
it best: “Nothing can prepare you for 
the range, energy, resilience, emo-
tional clarity and sheer presence 
[Jodie Comer] offers.”

If you are looking for a play that 
is equally political and emotional, 
equally empowering and devastat-
ing—Prima Facie is for you. 

If you read the trigger warn-
ing, then you know that this story 
includes a rape. Tessa (played by 
Comer) is a defense attorney who 
finds the tables turned after she 
is date-raped by a colleague and 
potential suitor while she is too 
drunk to stand properly. This is 
a man Tessa worked with; a man 
Tessa liked (enough to make out 
with, even). Yet, this is also the 
man who raped Tessa. This is not as 
uncommon as one might think (or 
hope)—31 percent of sexual assaults 
take place in dating and acquain-
tance relationships (endingviolence.
org). Soon, Tessa’s world is turned 
on its head as she enters a years-
long battle in the legal system.  

This is a story about before and 
after, and how much the lives of sex-
ual assault survivors can change in 
an instant. At the beginning of the 
play, Tessa is confident and funny. 
Her smile is big and her intelligence 
shows. After the assault, she is con-
fused and hurt and angry all at once. 
She no longer laughs; she just tries 

to push down tears as she recounts 
her story. Tessa’s story showcases 
how the legal system forces survi-
vors to endure their trauma again 
and again. The play confronts the 
idea of the burden of proof required 
in the legal system and the tactics 
defense attorneys use to break down 
and gas light survivors (particularly 
of sexual assault) into doubting 
their own story. Prima Facie is also 
about strength, and endurance. It is 
about the fighting spirit of a woman 
who demands justice for herself, 
even when there is a slim-to-none 
chance she will get it.  

Prima Facie had its run in Lon-
don, England, but National Theater 
Live recorded a live taping of the 
play and has been playing it in cin-
ema theaters across the world for 
all to see. In fact, National Theater 
Live’s Prima Facie became the high-
est grossing “event cinema” release 
of all time in the United Kingdom 
and Ireland, passing the critically 
acclaimed play turned television 
show Fleabag. In the United States, 
before Prima Facie comes to Broad-
way in Spring 2023, and can be seen 
in movie theaters.  

Don’t miss out—check out the 
following link to find showings of 
Prima Facie in theaters near you: 
https://primafacie.ntlive.com/ 

A  R E V I E W  O F  P R I M A  F A C I E — T H E  P L AY  Y O U  H A V E N ’ T  S E E N
A PERFORMANCE YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS  

by Gabrielle DeWolf

For many turning 21, recom-
mendations from friends 
on what bars to visit are 

only just becoming relevant. But 
how valid are the most popular 
bar reviews.

ViewHouse on Market St. 
is a popular destination for 
Denver’s new 21 year-olds to 
have their first legal drink. It’s 
non-threatening with its restau-
rant feel but is still exciting with 
a rooftop patio and games of 
cornhole on the ground level. 
However, many have expressed 
their concern for the vibe just 
being “off.” It’s great for a warm 
up bar, but when it comes time 
to really get into it, the ambi-
ance doesn’t change. ViewHouse 
maintains its chill and spacious 
environment even when the 
third drink sets in. The people 
who frequent the bar are very 
clique-like and it’s hard to inter-
vene in the games of cornhole 
to get to know people better. 
If you’re looking for a bar that 
the friend group can go to for 
a pre-game and a quick game 
of cornhole, ViewHouse may be 
the best place…to start.  

Federales on Larimer St. is 
becoming the new hotspot for 

local young adults in Denver. 
The bar is usually packed on 
Friday and Saturday nights, 
and for good reason. The main 
attraction to Federales are the 
outrageous tacos and the expe-
rience of the tequila bell shot. 
The tequila is served in shot 
glasses made out of ice and it’s 

encouraged to throw it at the 
bell, watch the ice shatter, and 
hear the bell ring if your aim is 
up to par. Some advice? Don’t 
keep buying shots until you hit 
it. The chances get slimmer and 
slimmer with each one you take.  

Dierks Bentley’s Whiskey 
Row on Market is popular for 

its duality. It is a sports bar 
downstairs and the upstairs has 
rooftop views that look out onto 
Coors Field. On the rooftop bal-
cony there are backdrops perfect 
for Instagram with a faux grass 
wall reading “Tip It On Back” 
and seating around multiple 
fireplaces. The inside has more 
club feel, with a dance floor in 
front the DJ booth that gets 
people dancing—a vital aspect 
of the bar experience that is not 
always present. Whiskey Row is 
named after the country music 
star Dierks Bentley. Some Den-
ver bar-goers have a problem 
with the politicized controversy 
surrounding the man behind 
the franchise and think that the 
characters that spend their time 
there reflect that mentality. Pick 
your poison.  

 Sometimes, the most pop-
ular and talked about bars aren’t 
always the best. Sometimes, 
you hit the jackpot. Other local 
bars without as much notoriety 
to check out include Happy 
Camper, Avanti, 1 Up, Triangle, 
54Thirty Rooftop, BookBar, CU 
Denver’s Tivoli Brewery (you 
know you love it), and last but 
most certainly not least Garage 

Sale Vintage—the only place you 
can buy vintage clothes and get 
the best flavored margarita. 

ARE THE POPULAR BARS IN DENVER REALLY THE BEST BARS?   
IT’S NOT ALWAYS THE BEST IDEA TO TRUST THE CROWD...   
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JODIE COMER COMMADS THE STAGE.

TIP IT ON BACK, BABY!
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