
 

In an interview with The Sen-
try, student government 
presidential candidate Jazmin 

Teran-Balbuena and her running 
mate Veronica Barajas emphasized 
the importance of openness and 
transparency in student government 
leadership.  

Jazmin Teran-Balbuena is a mar-
keting major at the Business School 
in her junior year. She has been with 
Student Government for one year 
now as the Events and Planning 
Director, where she helped create 
events like this year's Spring Formal 
and Cultural Diversity Festival. She 
plans on getting her master’s in mar-
keting and wants to use her skill set 
to work in education, with a specific 
interest in learning disabilities.  

Veronica Barajas is an informa-
tion systems major with a minor in 
ethnic studies. She has worked with 
the Women and Gender Center and 
Latinx Student Alliance in public 
relations and marketing. After grad-
uation, she wants to take a break to 
travel and spend time with her new-
born son, and eventually pursue a 

career in data and analysis.   
Their campaign has three main 

pillars: safety, accessibility, and 
opportunity.  

Barajas emphasized that “acces-
sibility means everyone,” including 
people of color and people with 
disabilities. Since the campus is 
so diverse, they want to make sure 
events and opportunities are accessi-
ble to all students. 

Teran-Balbuena and Barajas are 
specifically interested in working 
with the school’s Latinx director to 
expand study abroad programs so 
that undocumented students have 
the same opportunities and access 
to exposure to different cultures. 
One way they would go about this is 
partnering with other universities 
to create opportunities for individu-
als with DACA (Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals) status.  

They want to tackle safety on 
campus by creating a buddy system 
for the light rail, as commuter pop-
ulation safety is important to them. 
They also mentioned a bike program, 
so students could check in and out 
bikes at different light rail stations 
and areas around campus. 

Teran-Balbuena and Barajas 
examined student survey results 
and found that many students don’t 
feel a sense of belonging on campus. 
To combat this, these candidates 
want to hold more events like the 
recent Spring Formal. Barajas offers 
a unique persective as an online 
student; she wants to bridge the gap 

between the in-person and online 
student communities. 

Previous student governments 
had helped develop the CU Denver 
food pantry in the Wellness Center. 
Teran-Balbuena suggested expand-
ing this program by creating vending 
machines on campus with frozen 
meals and snacks where students 
could use their CU Denver ID to get 
nutritious meals or snacks. She also 
noted that online students don’t have 
access to the food pantry.

One criticism they had of the 
current student government organi-
zation is a lack of communication, 
which they want to improve. One 
way they would help bridge the 
communication gap is by trying 

to connect with leaders of student 
organizations to make sure they get 
the funding they need.  

They also hope to hold adminis-
trators accountable for their equity 
promises. They used the Business 
School, which they claim uses 
students of color for marketing pur-
poses, as an example.  

No matter the outcome of the 
election, both Teran-Balbuena and 
Barajas have said they want to work 
toward their campaign goals. 

You can find Teran-Balbuena 
and Barajas on social media at @
teran.barajas.sga on Instagram. 
Elections are open through a link 
sent to student email until Friday, 
April 29.

Juan Gonzalez is a hardwork-
ing CU Denver student who is 
running in this year’s election 

for Student Government (SGA), 
alongside his pick for Vice President, 
Morgan DeVito. The pair are hop-
ing to shape CU Denver’s future to 
become an open and equitable cam-
pus for years to come. Gonzalez is a 
first-generation, Queer-Hispanic col-
lege student from Denver’s Northside, 
pursuing his B.A. in political science 
with a minor in law studies. DeVito is 
a first-generation student pursuing 
a B.S. in Public Health who wants to 
enter health services and advocate for 
food safety.  

Gonzalez and DeVito are both 
policy-forward speakers, whose 
platform is to promote accessibil-
ity, equity, and student community 
throughout their tenure. In an inter-
view with The Sentry, Gonzalez spoke 
about why he wanted to run for pres-
ident: “I think that my inspiration 
more or less came from wanting to 
break general cycles, not just by doing 
more things, but actually unlearning 
all the things that were taught to me 
and rebuilding them with therapy 
and being more than the stereotypes 
outlined of what people expected 
for me.” Gonzalez hopes that the 

presidency will allow him to give back 
to his community and offer more CU 
students the chance to break away 
from their molds. 

The two candidates want to 
provide students the opportunity 
to engage with student government 
events. They want to create an easily 
accessible student organization page 
that every student would have access 
to. This page, they say, would be more 
comprehensive than the current sys-
tem of emailing events to students. It 
would include every club and event, 
as well as a feedback response system 
for students to voice their needs. 
They will also look to partner with 
more clubs and create intersectional 
relationships between students and 
organizations. 

Mental health on campus and 
providing resources for students 

struggling in their classes are also 
a part of their campaign. There are 
seven parts to wellness, as defined 
by the CU Denver Wellness Center: 
emotional, physical, spiritual, social, 
environmental, financial, and cre-
ative. As the university transitioned 
from remote to in-person learning, 
there was a correlating increase in 
students seeking counseling, imply-
ing these needs have not been met. 
Gonzalez told The Sentry, “We believe 
that our students should have access 
to various mental health resources 
within our city community to ensure 
students are able to maintain the 
seven dimensions of Wellness… 
your student fees pay for the mental 
health resources… you should be able 
to access those and we want to work 
with the counseling center to get 
those to the student body.” 

Accessibility of the campus and 
events is also a key pillar of their 
campaign, and they want to make 
sure that every student is provided 
a path to the table, as well as a spot 
at the table. Accessibility is at the 
forefront of DeVito’s student gov-
ernment plans. “Inclusive student 
engagement is making sure that our 
events are inclusive, whether that is 
meeting ADA requirements, making 
sure students with disabilities are 
able to make it, or including different 
modalities for in-person and online 
events,” said DeVito.  

Students can find more infor-
mation about Gonzalez and DeVito’s 
campaign on their Instagram @gon-
zalezdevitosga. Elections are open 
through a link sent to student email 
until Friday, April 29.

So, what’s crazy is that I only 
have like one more of these 

columns to write after this one, 
and then I will graduate, and I 
will no longer be the news editor 
for this little old paper we call The 
Sentry. And I’m not really sure 
what to talk about this week, so 
I’m thinking I’ll write about how 
I’ve never really been sure what 
to talk about—how I never really 
figured out how to use this col-
umn. 

Many editors who came be-
fore me used the column as a sort 
of public diary, a place to talk 
about college life: its highs, its 
lows, and everything in between. 
I am far too shy to have ever at-
tempted that; and, in true shy guy 
fashion, I’ve used humor to avoid 
being vulnerable. Earlier in the 
school year, when we all had more 
energy, some of the other editors 
and I would write cross-section 
works of fiction in our columns 
about made up things like me 
getting trapped in the walls of the 
office. When we lost the drive to 
coordinate for things like that, 
I wrote my own personal little 
jokes or silly stories. 

Occasionally, I’ve used my 
column to actually talk about the 
news—usually by expanding on 
articles in the section that week. 
Right now, the other editors are 
working on a last-minute forum 
article about Elon Musk buying 
Twitter. That seems like some-
thing I probably should have 
talked about (instead of this). 
As a news-man, I can tell you 
that most news these days is just 
about stuff that happens on Twit-
ter. Things barely seem to happen 
in real life relative to how often 
things happen on Twitter. (Just 
last week WaPo published a ma-
jor article about a Twitter account 
called @Libsoftiktok.) I feel like I 
should probably have stronger 
opinions about Musk and his new 
purchase. I don’t like Elon. Twit-
ter is an important public plat-
form. It doesn’t seem good. But I 
don’t really have much to say be-
sides that—that I guess we’ll see 
what happens.

Anyway, maybe next year the 
column will be more cohesive 
week to week. Expect a poten-
tially sentimental graduation 
column next week, I'm trying to 
psych myself up for that.  

Got comments on the news 
section? Questions? Pitches? 
Send me an email at 
benjamin.neufeld@ucdenver.edu
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