
    

Studying music at the collegiate 
level comes with a certain pres-
tige that only some colleges have 

to offer. CU Denver’s music program 
delivers this prestige, as they have 
been ranked as having the fourth best 
music program in Colorado and the 
eleventh best program nationwide, 
says College Factual.  

CU Denver’s music program 
offers a variety of different avenues 
of study, including music business, 
music performance, recording arts, 
and singer/songwriter majors. The 
diversity of their program allows stu-
dents to find multiple facets of success 
in the entertainment industry.  

“I chose the program at CU Den-
ver because of all the different areas 
that I could study. I love singing, 
but I also know that I have to make a 
profit off of it in the future in order 
to be successful, which CU Denver’s 
program allows me to do,” said Maithil 
Anantpur, a freshman studying music 
performance.  This focus on the entre-
preneurial side of the entertainment 
industry puts CU Denver in competion 
with music programs at schools like 
the University of Miami, Syracuse Uni-
versity, and Berklee, says the Denver 

Business Journal.  
Students are able to explore 

multiple avenues of entrepreneurship 
within the non-traditional music busi-
ness major, such as  concert promotion 
and music publishing as a singer/
songwriter or performance major.  

Another point of success of the 
CU Denver music program is their 
adaptability to modern trends for a 
new generation of the entertainment 
industry.  “For our performance class, 
we can choose just about any song that 
we want and add our own twist to it,” 
said freshman Hunter Gammel, who 
also studies music performance at CU 
Denver. “It really gives us the freedom 
to be as creative as we can while also 

performing our favorite songs.”  
Because of CU Denver’s smaller 

class size in comparison to top music 
schools, students are given more 
individual attention and  build stron-
ger communities with their peers.  “I 
used to be really shy when it came to 
performing, but I was able to meet 
so many nice people and teachers 
that were all supportive of me,” said 
Anantpur.  The relationships formed in 
the classrooms of CU Denver’s music 
program extend beyond the walls of 
the King Center—Many bands have 
formed over the course of the past 
year that demonstrate the connectivity 
that the program encourages, such as 
Insomniac Drives, Tireshoe, and Finn 

O’Sullivan, who are featured in today’s 
issue.  

As of 2019, CU Denver has gone 
beyond entrenpreneurship and con-
nections, and has implemented one of 
the first Electronic Digital Instrument 
(EDI) programs in the country. This 
now allows students to learn how to 
perform with electronic instruments 
instead of traditional instruments, 
which provides more diverse opportu-
nities for CU Denver’s students.  

This combination of technology, 
business, and a passion for music 
allows CU Denver’s music students 
to thrive on a national level, all while 
finding opportunity and creativity in 
the musical hubs of the city of Denver. 

This column is definitely 
going to be bittersweet, as it 
is my final column as Noise 
Editor for The Sentry. As I 
mentioned in my previous 
column, I have spent the past 
year making lifelong friends 
with the editorial staff, and 
fine-tuning my journalistic 
skills, and as exciting it is to 
have a wide-open future, I’m 
sad to be leaving such a won-
derful environment. 

That being said, I don’t 
want this column to be just 
about me graduating. Let’s 
go back in time instead. I re-
member the feeling of step-
ping onto campus for the first 
time as a freshman, knowing 
that this area of downtown 
Denver would be my home-
away-from-home for the next 
four years.

 I spent the first two years 
of my college life living in the 
City Heights dorm, previously 
known as CVA, where I expe-
rienced the ups and downs of 
living with roommates, din-
ing hall food (if you’re vegan 
like me, options are limited, 
so getting creative with cook-
ing can be super helpful), RA 
events (please go to your RAs’ 
activity nights; they work real-
ly hard on them and it’s a great 
way to make friends) and liv-
ing away from my parents. 
Even though I moved back in 
with my folks during COVID, 
I still spent a majority of my 
time on campus, and during 
my time as Noise Editor, about 
90 percent of that time was 
spent at the Tivoli, in my cozy, 
brick wall office along with my 
editorial staff friends. 

The campus Starbucks 
knows my name and order by 
heart (iced chai with oat milk 
& cinnamon powder if you 
want to buy me a drink ;)) and 
has become my favorite place 
to listen to music and sketch. 
I love walking down 9th Street 
past the lush greenery and 
beautiful trees. I love Los Mo-
linos and all the other small 
restaurants on and around 
campus. I love the library’s 
resource desk (they will let 
you borrow chargers!), I love 
the professors and fellow stu-
dents I’ve connected with, and 
I hope the new and returning 
students reading this grow to 
feel this same love for our little 
part of the Denver communi-
ty. Go Lynx!!! 
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CU DENVER’S SMALL BUT STRONG MUSIC PROGRAM IS A HIDDEN GEM.

S T U D E N T  C R E AT E S  B A N D  W I T H  C U  D E N V E R  F R I E N D S

Finn O’Sullivan is the cur-
rent working name of a 
band formed by CU Denver 

students. Members include Finn 
O’Sullivan, a singer-songwriter 
major, on vocals and acoustic gui-
tar. Josh Pesmen, a recording arts 
major, on electric guitar; Hunter 
Gammel, a piano performance 
major, on the keys; Aidan Cassells, 
a recording arts major like Pesmen, 
on the bass; and Vail Kuntz, a music 
business major, on drums.  

The band members met through 
classes at CU Denver and became 
a group of good friends, ultimately 
coming together over time to form 
a band, which currently plays under 
the vocalist’s name, Finn O’Sulli-
van. They all admire each other as 
talented musicians and have loved 
playing together, with O’Sullivan, 
previously a solo act, praising the 
band as “super fun to play with.” 

While the group hasn’t written 
their own songs together yet, Finn 
O’Sullivan plays an indie folk rock 
soundtrack featuring covers by 
artists like Taylor Swift and Harry 
Styles, as well as some of O’Sulli-
van’s original songs. O’Sullivan’s 
favorite song of hers to play with 
the band is “This Is How It Goes,” 

while Kuntz’s is “Mia,” and Pes-
men and Gammel love “Big Shot.” 
O’Sullivan’s original songs feature 
catchy, heartfelt lyrics, which are 
the main focus of her songs. “Big 
Shot” features lyrics like, “But you’re 
a big shot, baby, everybody knows 
you / Everybody wants you and I 
don’t remember the day / That you 
got cooler than all of us / And you’re 
a hotshot, sweetheart, everyone’ll 
know you / Everyone’ll love you and 
I guess I’ll move to the back of the 
line.” The band intends to record 
their own project this fall.  

Recording opportunities are 
just one of the benefits of attend-
ing CU Denver. The band considers 
CU Denver a community that feels 
supportive rather than competitive 
and has offered them a network 

of friendships. There are a range 
of majors and performance-based 
classes for students to choose from, 
which is another reason CU Den-
ver’s program stands out. Whether 
it’s finding their best friends, pro-
fessional networking like setting 
each other up with gigs, or finding 
other musicians to form a band 
with, CU Denver’s programs offer 
it. Gammel speaks highly of the 
program, saying, “Its contemporary 
curriculum fits me and my interests, 
and has granted me opportunities, 
like this band, that I don’t think I 
would be getting at a traditional 
music program.” Cassells agrees: 
“For example, I’m a Recording Arts 
major but I’ve been able to take 
audio-based classes, performance 
classes, and music business classes 

together, which is nice if you want 
to study multiple avenues in the 
music business.” 

Some of the band’s favorite 
venues to play at are Lost Lake 
Lounge on East Colfax and Moe’s 
BBQ in Englewood. One recent con-
cert at Moe’s BBQ showed off the 
band’s skill and excellence as a team; 
O’Sullivan’s solo music sets a high 
bar, but the group’s performance 
fully cleared it. Each member of 
Finn O’Sullivan had so much fun 
on stage that it was infectious, and 
the crowd engaged fully with every 
song. These CU Denver students are 
successfully pursuing their dreams.    

Listen to Finn O’Sullivan’s 
music on Spotify.

MEET CU DENVER 
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CU DENVER’S MUSIC PROGRAM KICKSTARTED FINN O’SULLIVAN’S CAREER


